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“We think it proper to hear from you what your 
thoughts are, for truly as regards this sect it is known 
to us that everywhere it is spoken against.” (Acts 28: 
22) These community leaders in first-century Rome set 
a fine example. They wanted to hear from the source, 
rather than from outside critics alone. 

Similarly, Jehovah’s Witnesses today are often spo¬ 
ken against, and it would be a mistake to expect to 
learn the truth about them from prejudiced sources. So 
we are pleased to explain to you some of our principal 
beliefs. 

The Bible, Jesus Christ, and God 

We believe that “all Scripture is inspired of God and 
beneficial.” (2 Timothy 3:16) And although some have 
claimed that we are not really Christians, this is simply 
not true. We endorse completely the apostle Peter’s 
testimony regarding Jesus Christ: “There is not another 
name under heaven that has been given among men by 
which we must get saved.”—Acts 4:12. 

However, since Jesus said that he is “God’s Son” and 
that the “Father sent me forth,” Jehovah’s Witnesses 
believe that God is greater than Jesus. (John 10:36; 
6:37) Jesus himself acknowledged: “The Father is great¬ 
er than I am.” (John 14:28; 8:28) Thus we do not 
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believe that Jesus is equal with the Father, as the 
Trinity doctrine says. Rather, we believe that he was 
created by God and that he is subordinate to Him. 
—Colossians 1:15; 1 Corinthians 11:3. 

In the English language, God’s name is Jehovah. The 
Bible says: “Thou, whose name alone is JEHOVAH, art 
the most high over all the earth.” (Psalm 83:18, King 
James Version ) In keeping with this declaration, Jesus 
placed great emphasis on God’s name, teaching his 
followers to pray: “Our Father in the heavens, let your 
name be sanctified.” And he himself prayed to God: “I 
have made your name manifest to the men you gave 
me.”—Matthew 6:9; John 17:6. 

Jehovah’s Witnesses believe that they should be like 
Jesus in making God’s name and purposes manifest to 
others. Hence we have taken the name Jehovah’s Wit¬ 
nesses because we imitate Jesus, “the Faithful Witness.” 
(Revelation 1:5; 3:14) Appropriately, Isaiah 43:10 says 
to God’s representative people: “‘You are my witness¬ 
es,’ is the utterance of Jehovah, ‘even my servant 
whom I have chosen.’ ” 

The Kingdom of God 

Jesus taught his followers to pray, “Let your kingdom 
come,” and he made that Kingdom the dominant theme 
of his teaching. (Matthew 6:10; Luke 4:43) Jehovah’s 
Witnesses believe that the Kingdom is a real govern¬ 
ment from heaven, that it will rule over the earth, and 
that Jesus Christ is its appointed invisible King. “The 
government shall be upon his shoulder,” the Bible says. 
“Of the increase of his government and peace there 
shall be no end.”—Isaiah 9:6, 7, KJ. 

However, Jesus Christ will not be the only king of 
God’s government. He will have many corulers with 
him in heaven. “If we go on enduring,” the apostle Paul 
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wrote, “we shall also rule together as kings.” (2 Timo¬ 
thy 2:12) The Bible indicates that those humans who 
are resurrected to rule with Christ in heaven are limit¬ 
ed to “the hundred and forty-four thousand, who have 
been bought from the earth.”—Revelation 14:1, 3. 

Of course, any government must have subjects, and 
Jehovah’s Witnesses believe that billions more besides 
these heavenly rulers will receive everlasting life. Even¬ 
tually the earth, transformed into a beautiful paradise, 
will be filled with these worthy subjects of God’s 
Kingdom, all submitting to the reign of Christ and his 
corulers. Thus Jehovah’s Witnesses are firmly con¬ 
vinced that the earth will never be destroyed and that 
the Bible’s promise will be fulfilled: “The righteous 
themselves will possess the 
earth, and they will reside for- - 
ever upon it.”—Psalm 37:29; 

104:5. 

But how will God’s King¬ 
dom come? By all peoples’ 
voluntarily submitting to 
God’s government? On the 
contrary, the Bible realisti¬ 
cally shows that the coming 
of the Kingdom will require 

God’s direct intervention in - 

earth’s aifairs: “The God of 

heaven will set up a kingdom that will never be 
brought to ruin. And the kingdom itself. . . will crush 
and put an end to all these kingdoms, and it itself will 
stand to times indefinite.”—Daniel 2:44. 

When will God’s Kingdom come? On the basis of 
Bible prophecies now being fulfilled, Jehovah’s Wit¬ 
nesses believe it will come very soon. We invite you to 
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consider some prophecies foretelling features of “the 
last days” of this wicked system of things. They are re¬ 
corded at Matthew 24:3-14; Luke 21:7-13, 23-31; and 
2 Timothy 3:1-5. 

Because we ‘love Jehovah our God with our whole 
heart, soul, mind, and strength, and our neighbor as 
ourself,’ we are undivided nationally, racially, and so¬ 
cially. (Mark 12:30, 31) We are widely noted for the 
love that is manifested among our Christian brothers 
who are found in all nations. (John 13:35; 1 John 
3:10-12) Thus we maintain a neutral position toward 
the political affairs of those nations. We try to be like 
Jesus’ early disciples, of whom he said: “They are no 
part of the world, just as I am no part of the world.” 
(John 17:16) We believe that keeping separate from 
the world means avoiding the immoral conduct so 
common today, including lying, stealing, fornication, 
adultery, homosexuality, misuse of blood, idolatry, and 
other such things condemned in the Bible.—1 Corin¬ 
thians 6:9-11; Ephesians 5:3-5; Acts 15:28, 29. 

Hope for the Future 

Jehovah’s Witnesses believe that our present life in 
this world is not all there is. We believe that Jehovah 
sent Christ to earth to pour out his lifeblood as a ran¬ 
som so that humans can have a righteous standing with 
God and receive everlasting life in a new system of 
things. As an apostle of Jesus said: “We have been de¬ 
clared righteous now by his blood.” (Romans 5:9; Mat¬ 
thew 20:28) Jehovah’s Witnesses are deeply grateful to 
God and his Son for this ransom provision that makes 
a future life possible. 

Jehovah’s Witnesses have complete confidence in a 
future life, based on a resurrection from the dead un¬ 
der God’s Kingdom. We believe, as the Bible teaches, 
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that when a person dies his existence really ceases, that 
“in that day his thoughts do perish.” (Psalm 146:3, 4; 
Ezekiel 18:4; Ecclesiastes 9:5) Yes, future life for the 
dead is based on God’s remembrance of them in a res¬ 
urrection.—John 5:28, 29. 

However, Jehovah’s Witnesses are convinced that 
many now living will survive when God’s Kingdom 
brings an end to all present governments and, as Noah 
and his family survived the Flood, they will live on to 
enjoy life forever on a cleansed earth. (Matthew 24: 
36-39; 2 Peter 3:5-7, 13) But we believe that survival 
is dependent upon meeting Jehovah’s requirements, as 
the Bible says: “The world is passing away . . . , but he 
that does the will of God remains forever.”—1 John 
2:17; Psalm 37:11; Revelation 7:9, 13-15; 21:1-5. 

Obviously, it is not possible here to cover all the be¬ 
liefs of Jehovah’s Witnesses, but we invite you to ob¬ 
tain further information. 

Unless otherwise indicated, all Bible quotations are 
from the New World Translation of the Holy Scriptures. 

© 1987 Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society of Pennsylvania. All rights reserved. 


Would you welcome more information? 

Write Jehovah’s Witnesses at the appropriate address below. 

AUSTRALIA: Box 280, Ingleburn, NSW 1890. BARBADOS, W.I.: 
Crusher Site Road, Prospect, BB 24012 St. James. BRITAIN: The 
Ridgewav, London NW7 1RN. CANADA: P.O. Box 4100, Georgetown, ON 
L7G 4Y4. GHANA: P.O. Box GP 760, Accra. HAWAII: 2055 Kamehameha 
IV Road, Honolulu, HI 96819- INDIA: Post Box No. 6441, Yelahanka, 
Bangalore-KAR 560 064. IRELAND: Newcastle, Greystones, Co. Wicklow. 
JAMAICA: PO Box 103, Old Harbour, St. Catherine. KENYA: PO Box 
21290, Nairobi 00505. MALAYSIA: Peti Surat No. 580, 75760 Melaka. 
NIGERIA: P.M.B. 1090, Benin City 300001, Edo State. PHILIPPINES: 
PO Box 2044, 1060 Manila. SOUTH AFRICA: Private Bag X2067, 
Krugersdorp, 1740. TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, REP. OF: Lower 
Rapsey Street & Laxmi Lane, Curepe. UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: 
25 Columbia Heights, Brooklyn, NY 11201-2483- www.watchtower.org 
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